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Why study Graphic Design?


Wyedean School and Sixth Form Centre 2016-17
Graphic Design is an exciting course that aims to equip students with the creative skills and practical techniques necessary to communicate ideas visually to a commercial brief.

Candidates will be given the opportunity to develop their skills with a range of media, from traditional techniques to the latest design software. These skills will be used to produce a portfolio of work that could include such graphic outcomes as corporate identity and logo design, typography, advertising and packaging design, illustration, web and publication design.
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What are the Entry Requirements?
[image: ]Graphic Design is a demanding course and it is requirement that candidates have GCSE Art at grade C or above. Candidates will be given the opportunity during induction week to demonstrate their ability to research ideas thoroughly, critically analyse the work of artists and designers, and develop ideas towards a graphic outcome. 
You should have a good understanding of the basic elements of design and also some understanding of the place of art, craft and design in the world – its history and its purpose. Above all, you should have an interest in design and the determination and enthusiasm to develop that interest.
What will I study?

[image: ]You will develop your understanding of the work of other designers and respond in a personal and creative manner. You will do this in a more independent way than you experienced at GCSE. 

You will also develop a good understanding of the design process and use a variety of skills to produce outcomes; at AS level students currently produce an illustration unit, editorial design unit (magazine or other layout) and an extended independent unit. The independent unit enables students to have greater choice of themes and formats. This could include designing for web or apps, book covers, music packaging, animation, branding, signage and more.

How will my work be assessed?
In year 12, candidates produce a coursework portfolio consisting of a number of short projects aimed at developing skills, including drawing, developing ideas, illustration techniques and layout skills.
In year 13, candidates are assessed through a Personal Investigation (coursework unit) worth 60%; this will include a written element of no less than 1000 words. They also complete a practical controlled assignment worth 40% (exam unit).
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[image: ]The skills you will develop on the course will be useful for anyone considering a career in the creative industries. Jobs in this sector are currently growing and include design for publishing and magazines, web design, interactive media, games design, advertising, interior and architectural design, illustration, animation, fashion promotion and marketing.  Many students have been successful in applying for courses in these areas without having studied an Art & Design Foundation Course. 
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