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Course Level: A-Level
Why study History?
History A-Level is a well established course with a fine tradition of academic success.  Many students have gone on to study the subject in British universities and the department has been successful in tutoring students for Oxbridge entry.  The course is structured in a way that gives students the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including independent analysis, the ability to debate and how to evaluate.  These are all skills that can be used in a variety of courses and careers.

Entry requirements
It is assumed that candidates will have gained a grade B in the GCSE history examination at the end of Year 11. However, it may be possible for a student achieving a grade C to study History and decisions will be made on an individual basis. It is desirable to have the ability to read widely, write fluently and talk meaningfully. 

What will I study?
We follow the AQA syllabus. Students have to study the History of more than one country and over 200 years of History must be covered in the course. There will be a study in breadth (history over time) and a study in depth (a shorter period of history). 20% of the course must be British history. There will also be a piece of coursework which takes the form of a personal investigation.

Component 1: The Breadth Study 
The Tudors: 1485-1603 (Option 1C)
There are six key questions for the course:
· How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?
· In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period?
· How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured?
· How did English society and the economy change and with what effects?
· How far did intellectual and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects?
· How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by developments?

Part One: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty 1485-1547 
[image: http://tudorhistory.org/henry7/henry7-sm.jpg]Henry VII, 1485–1509
· Henry Tudor’s consolidation of power: character and aims; establishing the Tudor dynasty
· Government: councils, parliament, justice, royal finance, domestic policies
· Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession; marriage alliances
· Society: churchmen, nobles and commoners; regional division; social discontent and rebellions
· Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression
· Religion; humanism; arts and learning
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Henry VIII, 1509–1547
· Henry VIII: character and aims; addressing Henry VII’s legacy.
Government: Crown and Parliament, ministers, domestic policies including the establishment of Royal Supremacy.
· Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession.
· Society: elites and commoners; regional issues and the social impact of religious upheaval; rebellion.
· Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression
· Religion: renaissance ideas; reform of the Church; continuity and change by 1547.

Part two: England: turmoil and triumph, 1547–1603 
Instability and consolidation: 'the Mid-Tudor Crisis', 1547–1563 
· Edward VI, Somerset and Northumberland; royal authority; problems of succession; relations with foreign powers.
· The social impact of religious and economic changes under Edward VI; rebellion; intellectual developments; humanist and religious thought
· Mary I and her ministers; royal authority; problems of succession; relations with foreign powers.
· [image: http://englishhistory.net/tudor-img/eliz1-ermine.jpg]The social impact of religious and economic changes under Mary I; rebellion; intellectual developments; humanist and religious thought.
· Elizabeth I: character and aims; consolidation of power, including the Act of Settlement and relations with foreign powers.
· The impact of economic, social and religious developments in the early years of Elizabeth's rule.

The triumph of Elizabeth, 1563–1603 
· Elizabethan government: court, ministers and parliament; factional rivalries. 
· Foreign affairs: issues of succession; Mary, Queen of Scots; relations with Spain.
· Society: continuity and change; problems in the regions; social discontent and rebellions.
· Economic development: trade, exploration and colonisation; prosperity and depression.
· Religious developments, change and continuity; the English renaissance and ‘the Golden Age’ of art, literature and music.
· The last years of Elizabeth: the state of England politically, economically, religiously and socially by 1603.

How will I be assessed?
This will be examined by a written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes. There are three questions, one of which is compulsory.  It is worth 80 marks and makes up 40% of the A-Level. 
The questions are in two sections. Section A is a compulsory question worth 30 marks on a set of three interpretations which are extracts from history books. Section B consists of three essay questions worth 25 marks each of which you answer two. 


Component 2: The Depth Study
Democracy and Nazism: Germany 1918-1945 (Option 2O)
Part one: the Weimar Republic, 1918–1933
The Establishment and early years of Weimar, 1918–1924
· The impact of war and the political crises of October to November 1918; the context for the establishment of the Weimar Constitution; terms, strengths and weaknesses.
· The Peace Settlement: expectations and reality; terms and problems; attitudes within Germany and Abroad.
· Economic and social issues: post-war legacy and the state of the German economy and society; reparations, inflation and hyperinflation; the invasion of the Ruhr and its economic impact; social welfare and the social impact of hyperinflation.
· Political instability and extremism; risings on the left and right, including the Kapp Putsch; the political impact of the invasion of the Ruhr; the Munich Putsch; problems of coalition government and the state of the Republic by 1924.

The 'Golden Age' of the Weimar Republic, 1924–1928
· [image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRKtMhOAiHi7q1fJrTOe-RPtjfC-zzXkaBEMzJ0IbtggF588wStBw]Economic developments: Stresemann; the Dawes Plan; industry, agriculture and the extent of recovery; the reparations issue and the Young Plan.
· Social developments: social welfare reforms; the development of Weimar culture; art, architecture, music, theatre, literature and film; living standards and lifestyles.
· Political developments and the workings of democracy: President Hindenburg; parties; elections and attitudes to the Republic from the elites and other social groups; the position of the extremists, including the Nazis and Communists; the extent of political stability.
· Germany’s international position; Stresemann's foreign policy aims and achievements including: Locarno; the League of Nations; the Treaty of Berlin; the end of allied occupation and the pursuit of Disarmament.
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· The economic, social and political impact of the Depression: elections; governments and policies.
· The appeal of Nazism and Communism; the tactics and fortunes of the extremist parties, including
the role of propaganda.
· Hindenburg, Papen, Schleicher and the 'backstairs intrigue' leading to Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor.
· Political developments: the Reichstag Fire; parties and elections; the Enabling Act and the end of democracy; the state of Germany by March 1933.

Part two: Nazi Germany, 1933–1945 
The Nazi Dictatorship, 1933–1939 
· Hitler’s consolidation of power, March 1933–1934: governmental and administrative change and the establishment of the one-party state; the Night of the Long Knives and the impact of the death of President Hindenburg.
· The 'Terror State': the police, including the SS and Gestapo; the courts; extent, effectiveness and limitations of opposition and non-conformity; propaganda: aims, methods and impact; extent of totalitarianism.
· Economic policies and the degree of economic recovery; Schacht; Goering; the industrial elites.
· [image: https://www.mtholyoke.edu/~ghost20j/classweb/ghost20j/hitler%20pic%201.jpg]Social policies: young people; women; workers; the churches; the degree of Volksgemeinschaft; benefits and drawbacks of Nazi rule. 

The Racial State, 1933–1941 
· The radicalisation of the state: Nazi racial ideology; policies towards the mentally ill, asocials, homosexuals, members of religious sects, the Roma and Sinti.
· Anti-Semitism: policies and actions towards the Jews, including the boycott of Jewish shops and the Nuremberg Laws.
· The development of anti-Semitic policies and actions; the effect of the Anschluss; Reichkristallnacht; emigration; the impact of the war against Poland.
· The treatment of Jews in the early years of war: the Einsatzgruppen; ghettos and deportations.

The impact of War, 1939–1945 
· Rationing, indoctrination, propaganda and morale; the changing impact of war on different sections of society including the elites, workers, women and youth.
· The wartime economy and the work of Speer; the impact of bombing; the mobilisation of the labour force and prisoners of war.
· Policies towards the Jews and the ‘untermenschen’ during wartime; the Wannsee Conference and the 'Final Solution'.
· Opposition and resistance in wartime including students, churchmen, the army and civilian critics; assassination attempts and the July Bomb Plot; overview of the state by 1945.

How will I be assessed?
This will be examined by a written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes. There are three questions, one of which is compulsory.  It is worth 80 marks and makes up 40% of the A-Level. 
The questions are in two sections. Section A is a compulsory question worth 30 marks on a set of three primary sources. Section B consists of three essay questions worth 25 marks each of which you answer two. 
Component 3: The Historical Investigation. This will be on Russia.
· This is worth 40 marks and 20% of the A-level. It is a piece of coursework and not examined.
· It will be completed at the end of Y12 and in Y13.
· It is an essay of 3500 words.
· It needs to cover about 100 years.
· It is an independent study with guidance from the teacher and there will be a taught programme.
· Two different interpretations and three primary sources need to be incorporated into the investigation.

What career opportunities lead from this course?
History is a popular A Level and is accepted in a wide variety of careers. Historians are good at accumulating information and dealing with words – traditionally these skills have been important in the civil service, local government and other public bodies. The subject is also useful for those interested in politics, journalism, publishing and the media. Increasingly, however, historians are making successful careers in business, industry, accountancy, banking and insurance.  Employers and universities value the skills you gain through the study of History A-level.
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